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AN ACT relating to eliminating the abortion waiting period.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:
=» Section 1. KRS 311.725 is amended to read as follows:

(1) No abortion shall be performed or induced except with the voluntary and

informed written consent of the woman upon whom the abortion is to be

performed or induced.f-Exeept-in-the-case-of a-medical-emergeney,-consent-to
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(2) By January 1, 1999, the cabinet shall cause to be published in English in a typeface
not less than 12 point type the following materials:

(@) Materials that inform the pregnant woman about public and private agencies
and services that are available to assist her through her pregnancy, upon
childbirth, and while her child is dependent, including, but not limited to,
adoption agencies. The materials shall include a comprehensive list of the

available agencies and a description of the services offered by the agencies
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(3)

(b)

and the telephone numbers and addresses of the agencies, and inform the
pregnant woman about available medical assistance benefits for prenatal care,
childbirth, and neonatal care and about the support obligations of the father of
a child who is born alive. The cabinet shall ensure that the materials are
comprehensive and do not directly or indirectly promote, exclude, or
discourage the use of any agency or service described in this section; and

Materials that inform the pregnant woman of the probable anatomical and
physiological characteristics of the zygote, blastocyte, embryo, or fetus at two
(2) week gestational increments for the first sixteen (16) weeks of her
pregnancy and at four (4) week gestational increments from the seventeenth
week of her pregnancy to full term, including any relevant information
regarding the time at which the fetus possibly would be viable. The materials
shall use language that is understandable by the average person who is not
medically trained, shall be objective and nonjudgmental, and shall include
only accurate scientific information about the zygote, blastocyte, embryo, or
fetus at the various gestational increments. The materials shall include, for
each of the two (2) of four (4) week increments specified in this paragraph, a
pictorial or photographic depiction of the zygote, blastocyte, embryo, or fetus.
The materials shall also include, in a conspicuous manner, a scale or other
explanation that is understandable by the average person and that can be used
to determine the actual size of the zygote, blastocyte, embryo, or fetus at a
particular gestational increment as contrasted with the depicted size of the

zygote, blastocyte, embryo, or fetus at that gestational increment.

Upon submission of a request to the cabinet by any person, hospital, physician, or

medical facility for one (1) or more copies of the materials published in accordance

with subsection (2) of this section, the cabinet shall make the requested number of

copies of the materials available to the person, hospital, physician, or medical

Page 3 of 4

BR106400.100 - 1064 - XXXX Jacketed



© 00 ~N o o b~ O w NP

T S N TE S~ N N S S =
O © O N o o~ W N -k O

UNOFFICIAL COPY 18 RS BR 1064

(4)

()

(6)

(")

facility that requested the copies.

If a medical emergency or medical necessity compels the performance or
inducement of an abortion, the physician who will perform or induce the abortion,
prior to its performance or inducement if possible, shall inform the pregnant woman
of the medical indications supporting the physician's judgment that an immediate
abortion is necessary. Any physician who performs or induces an abortion without
the prior satisfaction of the conditions specified in subsection (1) of this section
because of a medical emergency or medical necessity shall enter the reasons for the
conclusion that a medical emergency exists in the medical record of the pregnant
woman.

If the conditions specified in subsection (1) of this section are satisfied, consent to
an abortion shall be presumed to be valid and effective.

The failure of a physician to satisfy the conditions of subsection (1) of this section
prior to performing or inducing an abortion upon a pregnant woman may be the
basis of disciplinary action pursuant to KRS 311.595.

The cabinet shall charge a fee for each copy of the materials distributed in
accordance with subsections (1) and (3) of this section. The fee shall be sufficient to
cover the cost of the administration of the materials published in accordance with
subsection (2) of this section, including the cost of preparation and distribution of

materials.
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